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National Twelve-Bell Striking Contest
Judges’ Requirements
(Updated 09.08.14)
When considering the location for the judging and technical teams, bear in mind that:

-
the judging team will consist of 2-4 people;

-
the technical team will consist of 2-4 people;

-
the judging and technical teams prefer to work together in the same room, though 2 smaller rooms close together can also work too;

-
if one room, it needs to be a min of 7m x 7m and be within cabling distance (100m) of the ringing chamber;

-
the room needs a couple of trestle tables, up to 8 chairs and mains electrical power for recording equipment/laptop computers;
-
the judges mustn’t be able to see or hear any of the ringers (or vice versa) from their position, or the draw;

-
the audibility of the bells shouldn’t be badly affected by external factors such as adverse weather, traffic noise, bouncy castles or ringers chatting!;

-
the judges need to have access to toilets which are not used by participants in the contest or, if this is not possible, arrangements are made to give the judges private access when required;

-
thought is given to heating and ventilation;
-
having a backup room as an alternative (in case of technical failure on the day) where the bells are clearly audible without interruption will make everyone sleep more easily!

The committee would also be grateful if the host tower could provide the following:

-
the judges need a Judges’ Steward who sits immediately outside the judges’ room, acts as a runner in case there are any problems and provides refreshments as and when required.  It really helps if this person knows the tower well, is experienced and discreet as they may overhear comments which need to be kept confidential!  For this reason we ask each host tower to provide the Judges’ Steward.  They should be given the committee representative’s mobile ‘phone number in case of urgent problems on the day.
-
the judges and technical teams need some refreshments on the day, the cost of which will be re-imbursed.  Generally these comprise:

-
Cup of tea/coffee/bacon sandwich on arrival

-
A tray of tea/coffee/biscuits/water available during the judging

-
A sandwich lunch for consumption during the judging.  (There is no break in the ringing for lunch so this is best kept simple.)
